Correlation of morphological variables in germ-cell hypoplasia.
The correlations between the progression of germ-cell hypoplasia, measured with the Johnsen's score, reduction in tubular diameter, and thickening of the lamina propria of the seminiferous tubules were studied in a series of 42 biopsy specimens of the testis from 26 infertile men. There was a significant negative correlation between the mean tubular diameter and the mean thickness of the lamina propria (p less than 0.01), as well as a significant positive correlation between the Johnsen's score and the mean tubular diameter (p less than 0.01). The Johnsen's score did not correlate with the mean thickness of the lamina propria. Reduction of the tubular diameter and thickening of the lamina propria could be found across the spectrum of scores, but they prevailed in severe germ-cell hypoplasia.